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2-PAss enROLLmenT PROcess AT uc sAn DiegO
Beginning Winter quarter, New Transfer Students will follow the 
2-Pass enrollment process. 

First pass (you will be issued a FIRST PASS enrollment time)
• Students may only enroll in 11.5 units within a 48-hour time frame

• Wait lists are not available during First Pass

• Students who do not enroll during First Pass must wait until 
Second Pass to enroll, including priority students.

Second pass (you will be issued a SECOND PASS enrollment time)
• Students may enroll up to 19.5 units during their second pass, 

including wait-listed courses

• As of the first day of instruction, students may enroll up to 22 units

AcADemic exPecTATiOns
Professors at UCSD assume that students will spend two hours 
outside of class for every hour in class—and perhaps more to 
achieve a strong grade in the course. This means that students 
taking the minimum 12 units of course work for full time standing 
would be spending 12 hours in class and 24 hours outside of class 
for a total of 36 hours per week. You will need to take this into 
account when planning your courses and when planning outside 
commitments to work, family, volunteering, etc.

All faculty and teaching assistants hold office hours, but there are 
few tutoring resources on campus. Students are expected to use 
discussion sections and office hours to supplement their own personal 
study, and to actively seek out services and advocate for themselves.

Students are expected to complete a minimum of 36 units per 
year for full-time status, though completion of 45 units per year 
will generally be required for a timely graduation. Students are 
expected to maintain a GPA of 2.0 or higher in all their classes 
and in the upper-division courses for their major.

WORKing AnD fuLL-Time sTuDy
At UCSD, the average student works approximately 12–15 hours 
per week in an outside job. Students sometimes work more than 
that, but we recommend that students work no more than 20 hours 
per week, though students often find this level of employment 
challenging. If you work 30 hours per week or more, you may be 
eligible for part-time study if you file before the end of the second 
week of enrollment.

AcADemic success PROgRAms
Many community colleges have large, comprehensive learning 
centers with free tutoring in every subject. However, given the 
broader academic focus of the UC, the campus provides limited 
learning skills support. You will need to learn to use new resources 
to succeed.

The first and most important resource to remember is office hours. 
Professors and TAs in every class will have office hours to provide 
one-on-one assistance for students. While this will not be the same 
as having a tutor, it will provide support for you in any courses.

Other services are spread throughout the campus. If you need help, 
start by talking with a Muir Academic Advisor. She or he can help 
you identify your needs and your options for support on campus.

sPeciAL AcADemic PROgRAms
Academic internship Program
The Academic Internship Program is located on the second floor 
of the Literature Building, Room 210. The program is designed 
to enhance a student’s education by providing relevant and 
challenging off-campus fieldwork experiences. You must have 
a GPA of 2.5 or higher, 90 units, and 2 upper division courses 
completed to apply.

Dartmouth exchange Program
The Dartmouth Exchange Program is a one-quarter exchange 
program with Dartmouth College in Hanover, New Hampshire. 
The program is open to all students who meet the eligibility 
criteria: 60 quarter units and a 2.5 or higher UCSD GPA. Students 
must return to UCSD for at least one quarter after attending 
Dartmouth. Courses taken at Dartmouth are treated as transfer 
units and will not count in the UCSD GPA. For more information, 
visit the Muir Academic Advising Office.

morehouse/spelman exchange Program
Thurgood Marshall College sponsors this exchange program for 
all UCSD students for one full academic year or Fall quarter/
semester or Winter and Spring quarters/Spring semester at either 
Morehouse or Spelman college, historically Black colleges located 
in Atlanta, Georgia. Students must have a 2.7 or higher grade-
point average and have completed ninety quarter units. Information 
sessions are held during Winter quarter and the application 
deadline for the year and semester programs is mid-February.

Programs Abroad (eAP/OAP)
You may study abroad through the University of California’s 
Education Abroad Program (EAP) and UCSD’s Opportunities 
Abroad Program (OAP), earning academic credit toward your 
degree and gaining valuable international experience. EAP 
participants study at over 100 institutions in 35 countries, many 
for a full academic year, others for a shorter term. Most EAP 
programs require a 3.0 cumulative UCSD GPA and junior standing 
at the time of departure, but there are some exceptions. Language 
requirements vary by program.

OAP provides worldwide options sponsored by institutions other 
than UC. Eligibility requirements are set by the sponsor and vary 
widely.

EAP and OAP students may use their financial aid while abroad, 
and also may access more than $250,000 in special study abroad 
scholarships and grants. The Programs Abroad Office located in 
the International Center has information and advising services to 
assist you.

ucDc Program
The UCDC Program is an academic internship program providing 
UCSD students with the opportunity to intern for a quarter in 
Washington D.C. while enrolling in UC courses and living in 
Washington Center. Applications for UCDC are available at the 
Career Services Center.

special studies courses
These options include undergraduate teaching assistantships and 
opportunities to study topics not in the regular departmental 
curriculum. They include:
195 — undergraduate instructional assistantship (eight units can 
count toward graduation. 3.0 GPA required.) 
196 — special honors courses; see your department. 
197 — internships sponsored by some departments 
198 — small group study courses with a particular professor 
199 — individual study and/or research with a particular professor
Eligibility for special studies 197 – 199 requires ninety completed 
units, 2.5 UCSD GPA, and prior completion of any prerequisites 
stipulated by the instructor or the department. Please contact 
individual departments for information on 195s.

ucsD extension
UCSD Extension offers a wide variety of courses that may 
complement your regular academic coursework. Because Extension 
grades and, in most cases, units are not transferable to UCSD, 
students should consult with a Muir Academic Advisor before taking 
a course through Extension.
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mAjOR RequiRemenTs
(Talk to your major advisor about these):

o Lower-Division major Requirements
These are not cleared by completion of the requirements of the 
Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC), 
but may be cleared by appropriate transfer courses. You may 
need to talk to your major about petitioning to use your transfer 
courses for your major requirements.

o upper-Division major Requirements
These are not cleared by IGETC, but may be cleared by 
appropriate transfer courses. You may need to talk to your 
major about petitioning to use your transfer courses for your 
major requirements. Remember that any courses taken at a 
community college only grant lower-division units.

cOLLege RequiRemenTs 
(Talk to your Muir College advisor about these):

o muir college Writing Requirement
You must complete one or two courses, as noted on the 
next page.

o general education Requirements
See chart on next page.

o upper-Division unit Requirement
All Muir students must complete 72 upper-division units, 
regardless of your major. This will probably require extra 
upper-division elective courses beyond your major.

univeRsiTy RequiRemenTs
(Talk to your Muir College advisor about these): 
o uc entry-Level Writing Requirement
This should have been completed as part of the terms of your 
transfer admission to the University.

 
o Diversity, equity, and inclusion
Students must complete one course exploring issues of diversity, equity, 
and inclusion. To clear this requirement, students must complete one 
course from the approved list of courses with a grade of C- or better, or 
with a grade of P. See the UCSD catalog for more information.

o American History & institutions
Most students have cleared this with a year of high school 
U.S. History or Government with a grad of C or higher, 
or by completing a college course in U.S. History or 
Government. If you haven't done either of these things, 
talk to a Muir academic advisor to see what you need to 
do to clear this requirement.

o unit Requirements
You must complete a minimum of 180 total units to graduate.
You may complete a maximum of 200 units for a B.A. or 
B.S., 230 for a B.S. in engineering, or 240 for an approved 
double major. 

o senior Residency Requirement
You must complete 35 of your last 45 units at UCSD as an 
enrolled Muir College student.

o Pass/no Pass Limit
You are allowed to take up to 25% of your UCSD units 
using the P/NP grading option. P/NP units count toward 
your total units completed, but not toward your grade 
point average. Note that Muir Writing courses and courses 
for your major must be taken for a letter grade.

o gPA Requirement
You must have a minimum cumulative UC GPA of 2.0 
or higher to graduate. Most majors will also require a 
minimum GPA of 2.0 in your major courses.

o Latin Honors At graduation
You must have at least 80 letter-graded UC units to qualify 
for honors at graduation.

o minimum Progress
You must complete at least 36 quarter units per 
academic year.

o Applying to graduate
You must apply to graduate online at  
http://degree.ucsd.edu — your graduation will not be 
processed automatically. 

AcADemic (DegRee) RequiRemenTs fOR gRADuATiOn
Every UCSD student must complete a set of requirements to graduate.  
These requirements are divided into three general categories: Major Requirements, College Requirements, and University Requirements.
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individual major
See Muir College Academic Advising for details on the Muir Special 
Projects major.

Latin Honors (See Honors)

Lower-Division
Lower-division courses are introductory courses, usually intended for first 
and second year students. These are numbered 1-99.

midterms
Any exam that occurs in weeks 1-10 of the quarter is considered a midterm 
exam. Most will occur in class, though there are some out-of-class midterms. 
Such exceptions are noted in the schedule of classes when you sign up for 
the course.

minimum Progress
Full-time UCSD students must complete a minimum of 36 units per year. This 
includes summer.

Office Hours
All Instructors and Teaching Assistants (TAs) hold office hours. Office hours 
are held in a variety of locations and offer you a chance to meet with a TA 
or instructor to ask questions, clarify assignments, review your progress, or 
ask about concepts or problems you need clarified. 

Petition
A petition is a form used to request an exception to policy or requirements. 
Petitions for general-education requirements go to the college. Petitions for 
major or minor requirements go to the major or minor department.

Phi Beta Kappa
The oldest national honors society in the United States. Membership is by 
review of students’ academic records – you cannot nominate yourself. At 
UCSD, you must show courses across several disciplines, which will require 
taking courses in mathematics, foreign language, humanities and science.

Professor
Technically, “Professor” is a specific title for instructors who have reached 
one of the top levels in advancement in both research and teaching.

Generally, however, most people refer to all instructors at UCSD as 
professors. Almost all UCSD professors teaching undergraduate courses 
have a Ph.D. and engage in some kind of research. Many are very 
prominent in their field of expertise.

Provost
The Provost is the academic and administrative head of the college. She or 
he will need to approve certain types of exceptions.

subject to Disqualification
A student with a GPA below 1.5 in a single quarter or who is on academic 
probation for two or more quarters in a row will be subject to disqualification. 
If you are subject to disqualification, you must maintain a GPA of 2.0 or higher 
in the next quarter or you may be disqualified from the University.

syllabus
A syllabus is a document given to you by an instructor that explains course 
expectations, grading policies, and assignments for the quarter.

Teaching Assistant (TA)
Your TA is typically a graduate student in the same field as the course you 
are taking. Your TA will lead discussion sections, grade assignments, and 
assume some of the teaching role for the class.

TritonLink
TritonLink is the campus-wide portal for academic and administrative 
information. You should check TritonLink regularly for information and 
campus updates.

uc-Transferable
A community college course may be UC-transferable. This means that the 
course has been approved to apply to your total units to graduate. The course 

is not necessarily approved to be equivalent to any specific UC course, and 
may need to be petitioned to use as anything but elective credit.

undergraduate instructional Assistant (ugiA)
UGIAs are undergraduate students, usually juniors or seniors, who act as 
teaching assistants for a course.

unit
Units are also known as credit-hours. This is a measure of how much time 
toward your degree for which you are given credit. Students are expected 
to complete a minimum of 36 units per year. However, in order to complete 
the minimum of 180 units required to graduate, a student must finish at least 
45 units per year to graduate in four years.

upper-Division
Upper-division courses are more advanced courses in an academic 
department. These are typically more narrowly focused and expect a 
higher level of work. Most upper-division courses are junior- and senior-level 
courses. Upper-division courses at UCSD are numbered 100 or higher. 

“W”
A “W” is noted on your transcript for any course you drop after Friday 
of the fourth week of the quarter or for labs you drop after the second 
lab meeting. A “W” is not necessarily considered a grade and does not 
factor into your grade point average. A “W” is not a negative, but students 
who have a regular pattern of “W”s on their transcripts may be viewed 
with some hesitation by graduate or professional schools who may read 
motivations into frequent “W”s – including a tendency to drop courses in 
order to inflate your GPA.

You may receive only one “W” in a particular course. If you re-take a course 
with a “W”, you cannot drop that course after week 4.

Withdrawal
Withdrawal for a quarter drops you from all of your classes — though if 
you do this after week 4, you will still get “W”s in all of your classes. After 
you enroll in classes and pay fees, you must complete the online Request for 
Withdrawal e-form in order to drop all your courses.
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uc sAn DiegO PRinciPLes Of cOmmuniTy
To foster the best possible working and learning environment, 
UCSD strives to maintain a climate of fairness, cooperation, and 
professionalism. These principles of community are vital to the success 
of the University and the well-being of its constituents. UCSD faculty, 
staff, and students are expected to practice these basic principles as 
individuals and in groups. 

• We value each member of the UCSD community for his or her individual  
 and unique talents, and applaud all efforts to enhance the quality of  
 campus life. We recognize that each individual’s effort is vital to  
 achieving the goals of the University. 
• We affirm each individual’s right to dignity and strive to maintain a  
 climate of justice marked by mutual respect for each other. 
• We value the cultural diversity of UCSD because it enriches our lives  
 and the University. We celebrate this diversity and support respect for  
 all cultures, by both individuals and the University as a whole. 
• We are a university that adapts responsibly to cultural differences  
 among the faculty, staff, students, and community. 
• We acknowledge that our society carries historical and divisive biases  
 based on race, ethnicity, gender, age, disability, sexual orientation,  
 religion, and political beliefs. Therefore, we seek to foster  
 understanding and tolerance among individuals and groups, and we  
 promote awareness through education and constructive strategies for  
 resolving conflict. 
• We reject acts of discrimination based on race, ethnicity, gender, age,  
 disability, sexual orientation, religion, and political beliefs, and we will  
 confront and appropriately respond to such acts. 
• We affirm the right to freedom of expression at UCSD. We promote  
 open expression of our individuality and our diversity within the bounds  
 of courtesy, sensitivity, confidentiality, and respect. 
• We are committed to the highest standards of civility and decency  
 toward all. We are committed to promoting and supporting a  
 community where all people can work and learn together in an  
 atmosphere free of abusive or demeaning treatment. 
• We are committed to the enforcement of policies that promote the  
 fulfillment of these principles. 

We represent diverse races, creeds, cultures, and social affiliations 
coming together for the good of the University and those communities 
we serve. By working together as members of the UCSD community, 
we can enhance the excellence of our institution. 

POLicies, cOLLege AnD univeRsiTy
The University expects that ALL students will:

• Respect the rights, well-being and property of others,
• Respect the academic process, and
• Not interfere with University business, events, or activities. 

It seems that there’s a policy covering just about everything you can 
imagine; the University has a Polices and Procedures Manual that fills 
more than a yard of shelf space. Access to information and questions 
most frequently asked by students is available online through the 
official UCSD Student Conduct Code at http://students.ucsd.edu/
student-life/_organizations/student-conduct/index.html

AcADemic inTegRiTy
The Academic Senate has publicized official regulations for UCSD 
regarding cheating, plagiarism, and similar slimy practices. As a 
member of an academic community, all faculty and students have the 
responsibility to uphold the academic standards of the University, and 
academic dishonesty is not tolerated.

You are encouraged to review this information carefully. There are 
many ways to cheat or plagiarize; all of them are unacceptable. 

Presenting academic work to an instructor as your own, when it was 
really done by someone else (be it William Shakespeare or the kid in 
the next seat at your exam) is prohibited. Likewise, bringing a “cheat 
sheet” to an exam or peeking at lecture notes or a textbook during 
an exam is forbidden. Changing your answers on an assignment or 
exam after it was graded and returned to you, and then claiming 
that it was graded incorrectly, is another way to violate the Integrity 
of Scholarship regulations. Doing a computer assignment, lab 
assignment, or exam with someone else, when you’re expected to fly 
solo, is also a violation. “Plagiarism” is a special form of cheating 
in which you copy words directly or rephrase ideas from someone 
else—or even from work you’ve done for another course—without 
giving proper recognition of your source. 

Should questions arise about how to properly cite a source or for 
more information about academic integrity, please contact the 
Dean of Student Affairs, your professor, or stop by the Muir Writing 
Program Office. What follows includes portions of the “UCSD Policy 
on the Integrity of Scholarship,” developed by the Academic Senate. 

THe ucsD POLicy On THe inTegRiTy Of scHOLARsHiP
Integrity of scholarship is essential for an academic community. The 
University expects that both faculty and students will honor this principle 
and in so doing protect the validity of University intellectual work. For 
students, this means that all academic work will be done by the individual to 
whom it is assigned, without unauthorized aid of any kind. Instructors, for 
their part, will exercise care in planning and supervising academic work, so 
that honest effort will be upheld.

sTuDenTs’ ResPOnsiBiLiTy 
Students are expected to complete the course in compliance with the 
instructor’s standards. No student shall engage in any activity that 
involves attempting to receive a grade by means other than honest 
effort. For example:

• No student shall knowingly procure, provide, or accept any  
 unauthorized material that contains questions or answers to any  
 examination or assignment to be given at a subsequent time.
• No student shall complete, in part or in total, any examination or  
 assignment for another person.
• No student shall knowingly allow any examination or assignment to be  
 completed, in part or in total, for himself or herself by another person.
• No student shall plagiarize or copy the work of another person and  
 submit it as his or her own work.
• No student shall employ aids excluded by the instructor in undertaking  
 course work or in completing any exam or assignment.

RigHTs AnD ResPOnsiBiLiTies
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University regulations are summarized below. These regulations 
correspond to subsections of the Student Conduct Code beginning 
with 22.14.10.10 as numbered below. 

In addition, if it appears that a student has also violated federal, 
state, or local law, then s/he may also be referred to the criminal 
justice system for prosecution. 

The University prohibits (on university property, or in connection with 
any university activity anywhere): 

• Other Dishonest Behavior. Examples include giving false information  
 to a university police officer, or reporting a false emergency (e.g.,  
 false fire alarm).
• Forging, altering, or misusing university documents, including records,  
 keys, ID’s, etc. One example is using a parking permit that was  
 purchased by another individual (NOTE: permits are never transferable).
• Stealing, damaging, or destroying property; or possessing or selling  
 stolen property
• Abusing computer facilities or time. University computer use policies  
 are posted on the Web at http://acs.ucsd.edu/lib/aup.shtml.
• Misusing the name, insignia, or seal of the campus or the University
• Entering, possessing, or using University property, equipment, or  
 resources without authorization
• Violating rules of University housing facilities
• Physical abuse, including conduct that threatens the health or safety of  
 any person
• Battery, including physical abuse, unwanted touching, or fighting
• Sex Offenses, involving force/no consent, such as rape, sexual assault,  
 or sexual battery
• Sex Offenses not involving force/with consent, such as statutory rape
• Sex Offenses such as indecent exposure, prostitution, or voyeurism
• Sexual Harassment. Refer to the Student Conduct Code (on Infopath,  
 or at the Office of the Dean of Student Affairs), for the exact definition.
• “Stalking” another person
• Using “fighting words” to harass another person
• “Hazing”, or other types of initiation activities that are likely to harm,  
 degrade, or disgrace somebody
• Obstructing or disrupting teaching, research, administrative or  
 disciplinary procedures, or other university business
• Disorderly conduct such as drunkenness
• Participating in a disturbance of the peace or an unlawful assembly
• Failing to identify yourself or comply with the directions of officials  
 (university or otherwise) performing their duties; or resisting or  
 obstructing officials as they try to perform their duties.
• Controlled substances: possessing, using, trying or actually manufacturing,  
 dispensing, distributing, or selling them

• No student shall alter graded class assignments or examinations and  
 then resubmit them for re-grading.
• No student shall submit substantially the same material in more than  
 one course without prior authorization.

For the full text regarding this policy please visit:  
www.academicintegrity.ucsd.edu

WHAT ARe my RigHTs AnD ResPOnsiBiLiTies?
The professor responsible for bringing forward the charge of 
academic dishonesty has the option of meeting individually with you 
prior to forwarding the case to the Academic Integrity Coordinator 
(AIC). The instructor must assign an “IP” for the course until the case 
is resolved. The Professor has the sole authority to dismiss or pursue 
charges of academic misconduct. Students are not allowed to drop 
from a course in which a charge of academic misconduct is pending.

You will be required to attend a meeting with the Dean of Student 
Affairs (Dean), during which s/he will review the procedures and 
invite you to ask any questions about the student conduct process. 
The Dean will explain the allegation(s) of academic misconduct 
against you and will invite you to participate in a discussion toward 
an informal resolution of the allegation(s). If you accept responsibility 
for the misconduct as alleged, the sanctions are twofold: First, an 
administrative sanction(s) will be proposed at the initial meeting with 
the Dean. This proposed sanction must be approved by the Council of 
Deans prior to the sanction being recorded. Second, the instructor will 
assign a grade for the course.

If you disagree with the charge(s) or deny any involvement in the 
misconduct as alleged, you have the right to a formal hearing before 
the Academic Integrity Review Board. The following information is 
intended to explain the process and help you understand your rights.

WHAT ARe THe POTenTiAL OuTcOmes?
The severity of the sanction is dependent on the nature of the offense 
and your disciplinary history. 

possible administrative sanctions include:

• Non-Academic Disciplinary Probation: written notice that if you engage  
 in violations of the Student Conduct Code (including UCSD’s Policy on  
 Integrity of Scholarship) again during a specified period of time, you will  
 incur more serious discipline (such as suspension or dismissal from UCSD).
• Suspension or Dismissal: termination of student status for a specified or  
 indefinite period of time. Conditions for your return may be imposed  
 and may require approval of the Chancellor.
• Educational Sanction with Fees: may include the Academic Integrity  
 Seminar, a class coordinated through Academic Integrity Office. The  
 seminar cost is $75.00.
• Reflection Paper: A paper reflecting on expectations of students in  
 college pertaining to academic integrity and honesty, citing  
 appropriate sources.
• Exclusion From Areas of Campus/Official University or UCSD Functions:  
 can be imposed, for cause, on a suspended or dismissed student.

possible academic penalties may include (please refer to course 
syllabus): Failing grade on the assignment, quiz, or exam in which the 
cheating took place or a failing grade in the course. 

Special Note: The grade you earn resulting from academic dishonesty 
remains factored into your overall UCSD GPA regardless if you repeat 
the course.

HOW cAn i PeRfORm my AcADemic WORK WiTH inTegRiTy?
• Communicate with your professor, ask questions and thoroughly read  
 the course syllabus.
• Have the courage to adhere to values of honesty, responsibility, trust,  
 respect, and fairness.
• Prioritize long term goals over short term goals. i.e. It is easier to   
 recover from a bad grade honestly earned, than a bad grade assigned  
 for an integrity violation.

 DRugs: 
Aspirin can be purchased at the College Center or the UC San 
Diego Bookstore, and penicillin or other prescription drugs will 
be ordered for you by a Student Health Center physician and 
can be purchased at the Health Center Pharmacy. So-called 
“recreational drugs” are another matter altogether. The state 
of California (and the U.S. government) have classified certain 
drugs and substances as illegal, and those laws apply fully to 
UC San Diego students, including on-campus residents. 

Flagrant use of drugs, for instance marijuana, is bound to 
come to the attention of residential security or a police officer. 
Occasionally students with a “green thumb” try to nurture a 
cannabis specimen in their window. If you’re tempted to do so, 
just say no! Finally, being a student working your way through 
college is fine, unless you try doing it by being your friendly 
neighborhood dealer. Such entrepreneurship is, to put it mildly, 
frowned upon by the powers that be (to whose attention your 
behavior inevitably will come). See “Non-Academic Misconduct”.
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On-cAmPus TRAnsfeR HOusing: THE VillAgE

The Village is a community of apartments and retail spaces designed 
especially for transfer students. The neighborhood consists of Village 
West and Village East, a total of 13 buildings, two of which are high rises 
with incredible ocean views. All of the resident apartment homes feature 
modern amenities and a sleek design aesthetic. The best part? A prime 
location—right on campus!

If you are interested in more information about living on campus at The 
Village, please call (858)534-9380 or email thevillage@ucsd.edu.

WeLcOme TO THe muiR 
cOLLege cenTeR 

The Muir College Center is part of Stewart Commons, located in the lower 
quad. The College Center is comprised of several enterprises and services 
including MOM and POP, Muir Woods, El Portal, Half Dome, and Glacier 
Point. Stewart Commons is named after our founding Provost, John L. 
Stewart.

An integral part of the Muir community, the college center is a self 
supporting auxiliary of UCSD. Staffed by friendly, well informed 
undergraduates, the college center can be seen as a home away from 
home. More than just a series of buildings, it is a place where one can 
relax, meet with friends or professors, or investigate the many activities and 
opportunities available at Muir and UCSD.

THe muiR cOLLege cenTeR cOnsisTs Of: 
“MoM”: The “Middle of Muir”– a one-stop shop for information and specialty items. Students can purchase tickets for upcoming events, 

stamps, or the occasional plant to spice up your room. There is 
also a large screen-television and comfortable sofa to catch up 
on the latest CNN report or update on your favorite soap. We 
also have a photocopy machine and computer stations which 
have been popular. A big hit for the students and their parents 
are the specialty baskets. Whether it’s a birthday basket or 
get-well card or a bunch of fresh-cut flowers, you will find it at 
MOM. 

“pop”: “Purveyor of Products” is a well-stocked sundry store, 
quite popular at Muir, where you can catch a bite to eat, buy a 
blue book, or browse through a large selection of snack items 
between classes. We offer a wide range of munchies and 
academic and non-academic essentials. 

Muir Woods Coffee Shop: A great place to buy your morning 
java, Muir Woods continues to grow in popularity among its 

clients. So, stop by and check your email, sit and browse through a magazine, or try one of our fresh pastries, great coffee, tea, or cocoa. 
Look for our special drink of the month. 

El portal: (AKA – the Org Cave): This space houses the publication space for the MQ, Creative Mag and The Tramp. 

meeTing sPAce AT THe cOLLege 
(Reservable through Residential Live and the College Center):

Mariposa Room: A large space with a kitchenette and multiple tables.

Sequoia Room: Small meeting room with a large conference table.

Half Dome lounge: Half Dome is a versatile room and hosts a number of student meetings and Muir functions. Located in the Muir Tuolumne 
Apartments, Half Dome includes a comfortable lounge and full demonstartion kitchen. Visit the MOM desk for reservations and to check out the key. 

Most students will visit the Center sometime during their tenure at UCSD. We are constantly looking for new products and services to aid the 
community we serve. Several ideas are on the table so tell us what you think. MOM’s phone number is (858) 534-4418.
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cOORDinATOR Of sTuDenT AcTiviTies 
The Muir Student Affairs Office has a special staff member who 
focuses on student groups, organizations, and special events. Visit 
the office, located at MOM, for advice, assistance, or just to get 
acquainted, or call (858) 534-4965. 

In this handbook you will find a list of Muir College traditions for 
each quarter. Some annual highlights include the Pumpkin Drop 
and Carnival, Family Day, Spirit Night, the Semi-Formal, Whale 
Watching, Casino Night, John Muir Week, Admit Day, Muirstock, and 
Commencement. There are a number of campus-wide special events, 
including several activities during Welcome Week (a huge All-Campus 
Dance, the “Unolympics”) and throughout the year (Winterfest, Sun 
God Festival, etc). Read flyers posted in college kiosks and in the 
residence halls and apartments, check at MOM, the Dean of Student 
Affairs Office, EDNA, and Campus Recreation for coming attractions, 
and read your MuirWords, (a weekly email to every Muiron delivered 
to your UCSD account) and the Guardian regularly. 

Just how can Muir afford to be so active, you ask? Muir was the first 
UCSD college to authorize a self tax (College Activity Fee) to increase 
college programs, activities, organizations, and productions. The $11 
quarterly fee was approved in a referendum in Fall of 2009. The 
College Council distributes the money to college organizations and 
funds college events. 

If you would like help deciding how you can get involved, talk with 
your House Adviser, other student leaders, or stop by and chat with 
any member of the Student Affairs staff. 

TRAnsfeR cOnnecT & success
The Transfer Connect & Success Program* is a 6 week program 
designed to connect new transfer students with faculty, staff and 
their fellow transfer peers while gaining a better understanding of 
college and university resources. This program is a fabulous way to 
start your experience at Muir College and UC San Diego off on the 
right foot! Weekly program topics include managing stress, professor 
expectations, study techniques and more. The Transfer Connect & 
Success Program is sure to advance you on your way to a fun and 
successful college experience! For more information contact Ann 
Hawthorne, Assistant Dean of Student Affairs, for more information.

*Please note that this program is only offered during Fall Quarter.

muiR’s cOunciLs & BOARDs 
Muir College Council (MCC): includes eighteen student members 
(including two A.S. senators) plus the Dean and his/her designate. 
Some positions are elected or appointed in Spring quarter, but others 
are filled during the Fall. This important organization sets various 
college policies, presents Muir student opinion where it will do the 
most good, and spends over $90,000 a year on student activities and 
programs to make Muir great. Numerous appointments to campus-
wide committees are made by MCC throughout the year. See the 
Dean of Student Affairs’ assistant for details in H&SS 2126 or call 
them at (858) 534-3587. 

Muir College Judicial Board (“J Board”): J Board serves as a fair 
and impartial peer hearing body for alleged non-academic university 
misconduct charges within the College. This is a great leadership 
opportunity for students considering a future in the field of law.  

Applications accepted during late Spring Quarter.  See Assistant Dean 
of Student Affairs Ann Hawthorne for more information.

Muir Commuter Council (M3C): This council is comprised of students 
(open membership) who initiate and run special activities for the 
two-thirds of Muir students who live off campus. M3C is best known 
for hosting a weekly free breakfast to Muir commuters. M3C also 
represents the Muir commuter population on important University 
issues relating to commuters such as parking, commuting, shuttle 
service, etc. If you commute to UCSD this is the perfect organization 
for you! Contact the Assistant Dean of Student Affairs, Ann 
Hawthorne. 

Muir Residents’ Council: This council consists of representatives from 
each house, plus the apartments. The Council sponsors dances, films, the 
annual Halloween Carnival, Muir’s Spirit Night entry, each quarter’s 
Burnout Center, etc. Contact Peter Gatto, Assistant Resident Dean. The 
council meets Monday evenings in Half Dome Lounge at 5:00 p.m.; all 
are welcome. Walk in, or contact the Residential Life Office for info. 

PRODucTiOns & PuBLicATiOns 
Muir College has several student publications, including the MQ 
newspaper, an annual literary magazine, Muir Creative Magazine, 
and the Tramp–an environmental newsletter. See below for 
description and contact information. 

A number of student newspapers are published on campus regularly, 
and others quite irregularly. Best known is the UCSD Guardian, a 
twice-weekly newspaper. A number of other special interest and 
student cultural groups publish occasional newspapers. All of these 
groups welcome your assistance. Check with the Center for Student 
Involvement (CSI) to learn how to make contact. 

FooSH: Full of laughs! Members will learn comedy improv techniques 
and perform comedy improv shows for the Muir and University 
community. If you like to laugh and make others laugh, this is a great 
organization for you. No experience necessary. Contact Assistant 
Dean of Student Affairs, Ann Hawthorne. 

Muir Creative Magazine: Muir has its own creative magazine, 
published each Spring, which features prose and poetry, photos, and 
artwork by Muir students. Staff positions are always open. Contact 
the Residential Life Office. 

Muir Movie: The movie was a blockbuster hit this Spring with Muir 
students! The Muir Movie is a feature movie produced, written, 
and acted by UCSD students. All students are welcome to join, no 
experience necessary. Contact Assistant Resident Dean, Sonia Rosado. 

Muir Musical Ensemble: This group presents a major production to 
the community each Spring, in UCSD’s lavish Mandeville Auditorium. 
Past productions include RENT, Into the Woods, Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Sweeney Todd, Sunday in the Park 
with George, The Mystery of Edwin Drood, Little Shop of Horrors, 
Cabaret, Once on This Island, How to Succeed in Business Without 
Really Trying, Company, Hair, Once Upon a Mattress, Urinetown, and 
Kiss Me, Kate. Contact Dean of Student Affairs, Patricia Mahaffey.

Muir Quarterly (MQ): Muir’s student-produced newspaper involves 
students in writing, photography, layout, and editing of a popular 
publication. Visit the MQ on Facebook! For more information, contact 
Assistant Dean of Student Affairs, Ann Hawthorne. 

sTuDenT AcTiviTies invOLvemenT & LeADeRsHiP 
At Muir, it has become obvious that the students who seem happiest, accumulate strong GPAs, and persist through graduation are those who have 
found at least one co-curricular activity with which to supplement their academic pursuits. 

On the following pages we provide a list of involvement opportunities open to all Muir students. They are complemented by close to 400 campus-
wide student organizations. If anyone tells you “there’s nothing to do at UCSD,” they just haven’t opened their eyes! 
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This Guide will help you with the ins and outs of commuting. Covering everything such as lounges, dining facilities, coffee shops, parking tips, downtime, 
and even commuter benefits! Best of all, this information is brought to you by commuter students- “the ones” who have already mastered the fine art 
of finding the best parking spot, free food, and much more. Enjoy the commuter benefits NOW that usually come from years of experience! 

geT invOLveD AT muiR cOLLege AnD ucsD 
With over 30 student organizations, Muir College offers a variety of 
ways for you to connect to the college. For a complete listing check 
out the Student Involvement section of this handbook. 

Transfers 
• Join TMT! The Tribe of Muir Transfers will connect you with other Muir  
 transfer students. Participate in fun events such as barbecue, laser tag,  
 kayaking, and more! Join the TMT Facebook page: TMTed Out. 
• All Campus Transfer Association (ACTA) – Interested in meeting transfer  
 students outside of Muir College? ACTA is a campus-wide organization,  
 which represents and serves as an advocate for transfer students by  
 providing transfer specific information, social activities, and a voice on  
 the A.S. Council. 

center for student involvement (csi) 
• Learn about the over 350 campus-wide student organizations by  
 visiting the Center for Student Involvement’s Website:  
 http://getinvolved.ucsd.edu.

ucsD Recreation 
• Take a Rec Class! For more information about the enormous selection of  
 Rec classes check the Recreation Website: http://recreation.ucsd.edu.
• Join an Intramural (IM) sport! If you’d like to play softball, basketball,  
 soccer, floor hockey volleyball, and inner-tube water polo. 
• Enjoy the outdoors? How about canoeing the Colorado River or rock  
 climbing in Joshua Tree? Visit Outback Adventures for more details. 
• Workout for free! The use of the UCSD sports facilities is FREE for all  
 UCSD students. If you like to work out, you’ll have the choice of three  
 weight rooms and workout areas to choose from. Check the Sports  
 Facilities Website for hours of operation: http://sportsfac.ucsd.edu. 

commuters 
Come to a Muir College Commuter Council (M3C) meeting! If you 
commute to campus, this is the organization for you. Participate in fun 
activities, receive discounted tickets for events and meet other commuters! 

All Campus Commuter Board (ACCB): Are you living off campus and 
interested in planning FREE activities for all commuter students? Are 
you motivated to make a difference in solving problems commuters 
face daily? Join the All Campus Commuter Board. Find out more 
information about ACCB meeting times, email commuter@ucsd.edu.

cAmPus ResOuRces 
• Bus sticker: Bus stickers get commuters free bus rides  
 within a certain mileage radius from campus – perfect for catching a  
 ride down to the beach or UTC. 
• Get a locker at RIMAC, the Main Gym, or the Price Center. It helps to go  
 early in the quarter to get the free lockers at RIMAC and the Main Gym.
• Good study places are Muir Woods Coffee Shop, MOM, and Geisel  
 Library. Each has its own atmosphere and noise level so it all depends  
 on your preferences. 
• So you need to kill some time between classes? Get an on-campus job!  
 UCSD Career Services Center has a complete listing of available  
 on-campus jobs plus much more. http://career. ucsd.edu. 
• Don’t want to carry cash around campus? What to do? Open a Triton  
 Plus Account. Triton Plus is a no-fee debit account. You can determine  
 the amount of money to deposit into the account. The Triton Plus card  
 can be used at the bookstore and just about all eateries on campus.  
 Check this Website http://hds.ucsd.edu or call (858) 534-PLUS to  
 learn more about it! 
• Off-Campus Housing can help you locate an apartment or house to live  
 in, search for a great roommate, and provide valuable resources for  
 commuter students. http://offcampushousing.ucsd.edu. 

Visit http://tritonlink.ucsd.edu for a complete listing and description of 
all the valuable campus services available to you. 

LOunges 
Sometimes students enjoy a place to study in a more social atmosphere, 
while others prefer a traditional, quiet atmosphere. Here’s a list of 
lounges that provide a wide variety of study atmospheres, from the 
more reserved library, to the busier Price Center. 

• Muir Quad on green tables or on the lawn
• MOM: the Middle of Muir
• 11th Floor Tioga Hall
• Commuter Lounge at the Price Center
• Geisel Library
• Price Center Plaza
• East Room of Mandeville Auditorium
• Benches outdoors near Earl’s Place
• International Center
• Revelle Fountain, outside near York Hall
• Price Center Sun God Lounge
• Benches near Warren Lecture Hall
• The Hump, between Muir and Revelle campuses
• Sun God Lawn
• Ocean View Terrace 

Dining fAciLiTies 
Here are places to grab a bite on the run to class or to sit and relax: 

• Pines
• Oceanview Terrace
• Roots
• Plaza Cafe

Dining fAciLiTies (continued)
• Porter’s pub
• Price Center restaurants offer plenty of options to choose from,  
 including Rubio’s, Subway, Jamba Juice, Round Table Pizza, Panda 
 Express, Shogun Japanese, Espresso Roma, Burger King, Santorini  
 Island Grill, Tapioca Express, and Bombay Coast.
• Ché Cafe. Great Vegan and Vegetarian food. 
• Student Co-op. Cheap bagels and a good cup of soup. Offers   
 many organic food choices. 
• Hi Thai (in the Old Student Center) 
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Which student can function without caffeine? Here are some of our 
top choices for caffeinated beverages: 

• Muirwoods (right next to MOM in Muir). Great coffee/excellent prices. 
• Art of Espresso (right near Mandeville auditorium). Open early. 
• Fairbanks (Center Hall, Social Sciences building, and Warren  
 Lecture Hall)
• Cafe Roma (Price Center). Krispy Kreme donuts, scones, muffins,   
 bagels, and sandwiches. Busy atmosphere. 

PARKing TiPs 
Sometimes something as little as finding a good parking spot can make 
your day flow better. Start your day the right way with these tips: 

• Order Parking Permits now (or at least before the quarter starts) so  
 you don’t have to wait in a long line. Call (858) 534-4223 or go to  
 http://parking.ucsd.edu
• Get here early (before 7:30 a.m.) if you want a spot near classes.  
 Otherwise there are three lots farther away from campus with   
 shuttles that take you to the campus: North Parking (shuttle drops   
 you just west of Geisel Library), East Parking, and Regents (which   
 both have shuttles to Price Center). 
• Carpool! There is more space to park, and better quality spots. 
• Motorcycles: Lower prices on permits and better spots.
• La Jolla Shores (two-hour parking): Ideal for those students who don’t  
 want to purchase a permit.
• Night permits are less expensive. 
• Avoid lots near Residential Halls at night ... not much space  
 (unfortunately, this includes the lot closest to Muir). 
• Parking is available off campus (La Jolla Shores after 6:00 p.m.). 
• With an “S” permit you can park in “B” and “A” spaces after 4:30 p.m.  
 Monday through Friday.
• Don’t park in reserved spots: you’re begging for a ticket.
• Visit Rideshare Operations for more information about UCSD   
 Vanpools, UCSD Carpools, UCSD Transit/Coaster Club, UCSD Pedal  
 Club, UCSD Shuttles and public transportation around San Diego.  
 http://parking.ucsd.edu. 

sPARe Time? 
Let’s face it, it’s almost impossible to have an ideal schedule, and 
chances are you will find yourself with time to spare between your 
classes. Below we have listed some fun, and many free, activities to 
help you pass the time. 
• MOM. Watch TV, surf the web, or play pool for free.
• Game room (above Price Center). Games include pool, table tennis,  
 chess, and more.
• Laptop with wireless connection. A great way to work, check e-mail,  
 surf the web, etc. 
• Music rooms. If you play an instrument, check out the practice rooms.  
 Sign-up sheets are posted.
• Craft Center. Offers a wide variety of craft classes to choose from
• UCSD Extension classes
• Recreation Classes (RIMAC, Canyon View & Main Gym). Rec. classes  
 range in prices; pick up a catalog on campus.
• Rock climbing (Canyon View)
• Swimming pools at the Rec. Gym, Main Gym, and Canyon View.
• Stuart Sculpture Collection. Discover pieces located all over campus. 
• Film reserves (In Geisel Library). The reserves have a wide variety of  
 movies. Show your student I.D. to check them out for free, but you have  
 to watch them in the library. 
• Birch Aquarium (take shuttle near Faculty Club to be dropped off at  

 Scripps). Don’t miss out on an opportunity to visit the aquarium just  
 down the street from campus. 
• University Town Center (UTC) and La Jolla Village Square. These are  
 great places to shop and relax. 
• Surfing. Free, fun, and right down the street! Take your mind off classes  
 for a couple of hours. Surf lessons are offered through Outback  
 Adventures.
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jAnuARy 
Martin Luther King Jr. Reception: Muir College celebrates and 
commemorates Martin Luther King Jr. and the struggle for Civil Rights. 

All-Campus Martin Luther King Jr. Parade 

Muir New Leaders’ Conference 

Spirit Night 

Academic Advising Upcoming Information & Programs: 
• Dartmouth Exchange
• Caledonian Banquet: John Muir College founded the Caledonian  
 Society as a means of recognizing our best Junior and Senior honors  
 students -those who have earned a grade point average of 3.8 or  
 higher with a minimum of 44 graded units at UCSD. 
• Academic Probation/Subject to Dismissal Information 
• Orientation Leader Information Session 
• Freshman & Transfer Orientation Leader Applications Available

feBRuARy 
Academic Advising Upcoming Information & Programs: 

• Undeclared Major Workshops 
• Orientation Leader Interviews
• Enrollment in Spring quarter classes: weeks 6-9 

mARcH 
Burnout Center: (See Fall Quarter description) 

Muir College Commuter Council Burnout: (See Fall Quarter description) 

Muir Semi-Formal Dance

APRiL
John Muir Week: Each year Muir College celebrates the birthday of its 
namesake (April 21) with a week or more of special events, including 
concerts, films, lectures, games, and parties. Watch for the special schedule 
of events in MuirWords. 

Freshman Admit Day 

Muirstock: One of Muir’s proudest traditions! Students enjoy a concert-like 
atmosphere right at home in the center of the Muir Quad with music, free 
food, and carnival festivities. 

muiR cALenDAR (con’t.) 
some Traditional muir events

APRiL (continued)
Muir Movie Premiere 

Muir Musical 

House Intramurals: Sign up with your house to compete in 
softball, see your H.A. for more info. 

Academic Advising Upcoming Information & Programs: 

• Dartmouth Exchange
• Summer School workshop 

mAy 
Student Leadership Recognition Banquet 

Muir 40 Soapbox Derby 

Transfer Admit Day

Spring Leadership Retreat

Academic Advising Upcoming Information & Programs: 

• Enrollment in Fall quarter classes: weeks 6-9

june 
Burnout Center: (See Fall quarter description) 

Muir College Commuter Council Burnout 

Muir Senior Week 

Commencement Ceremony
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sPRing 2014
Spring Quarter Begins  Thursday, Mar. 27

Cesar Chavez Holiday  Friday, Mar. 28

Instruction Begins  Monday, Mar. 31

Memorial Day Observance  Monday, May 26

Instruction Ends  Friday, Jun. 6

Final Exams  Monday-Friday, Jun. 9-13

Spring Quarter Ends  Friday, Jun. 13

summeR sessiOn 2014
Summer Session I: July 1-August 3, 2014

Summer Session II: August 5-September 7, 2014

Special Session III: Varies by class. 

NOTE: All dates are subject to change.

Quarter Begins 
Refers to the administrative start of the quarter. Classes do not begin 
until the date listed under “Instruction Begins.”

Instruction Begins 
Courses begin on this date. Discussion sections generally do not meet 
until after the first lecture, but lab courses will usually begin immediately.

Holidays 
Campus offices are closed on holidays, and there are no classes held.

fALL 2013
Fall Quarter Begins  Monday, Sept. 23

Instruction Begins  Thursday, Sept. 26

Veterans Day Holiday Monday, Nov. 11

Thanksgiving Holiday  Thursday, Nov. 28–Friday, Nov. 29

Instruction Ends  Friday, Dec. 6

Final Exams  Monday-Saturday, Dec. 9-14

Fall Quarter Ends  Saturday, Dec. 14

Winter Holiday  Tuesday-Wednesday, Dec. 24-25

New Year Holiday  Tuesday-Wednesday, Dec. 31-Jan. 1

WinTeR 2014
Winter Quarter Begins  Thursday, Jan. 2

Instruction Begins  Monday, Jan. 6

Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Monday, Jan. 20

President’s Day Holiday  Monday, Feb. 17

Instruction Ends  Friday, Mar. 14

Final Exams  Monday-Saturday, Mar. 17-22

Winter Quarter Ends  Saturday, Mar. 22

http://registrar.ucsd.edu 
Very important information pertaining to the academic and administrative 
calendar for the entire year with deadlines.

http://students.ucsd.edu
View academic history and grades, registration information, fees, personal 
class schedule, major and minor tool, GPA calculator, current holds in place 
on your registration, tips and resources for academic success, etc.

http://catalog.ucsd.edu
UC San Diego’s General Catalog contains valuable academic policies and 
regulations in detail, major and minor descriptions, course descriptions, and 
much more.

http://basicwriting.ucsd.edu
Entry level writing/basic writing requirement information

http://mathtesting.ucsd.edu
Math placement information

http://lang.ucsd.edu/llp
Language Placement Exam site for French, German, Spanish, and Italian

http://fao.ucsd.edu
Financial Aid information

http://summersession.ucsd.edu
UC San Diego Summer Session information, up-to-date

http://muir.ucsd.edu
Important information for Muir students

http://ucsd.edu
UC San Diego’s home page with a great deal of valuable information.

http://acms.ucsd.edu
Academic Computing and Media services is knowledgable about setting up 
your UC San Diego email account and other computing services. (Learn how 
to forward your UC San Diego email to your personal email account.)

http://www.assist.org
California community college courses listed to meet major prerequisites or 
requirements

http://pao.ucsd.edu
Programs Abroad website to study, work, or travel abroad

http://aip.ucsd.edu
Academic Internships

http://career.ucsd.edu
Career and professional school information

http://caps.ucsd.edu
Counseling and Psychological Services—personal counseling

imPORTAnT WeBsiTes

AcADemic cALenDAR

cHecK yOuR ucsD emAiL ReguLARLy 

The University will use your UC San Diego email account 
for ALL official correspondence. You are responsible for all 
correspondence sent to your UC San Diego email account.

imPORTAnT nOTe ABOuT fALL RegisTRATiOn fees
Mandatory registration fees must be paid prior to the first day of classes to avoid being dropped from classes. All students must make 
payment, or make arrangements for payment via financial aid or the TRIP program before the first day of classes. Fall fees are due 
Friday, September 20, 2013. If you do not pay your fees, you will be dropped from all your Fall classes and waitlists. If you intend to 
re-enroll, you must be prepared to pay or make arrangements for payment of registration fees immediately.




